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“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
Friends,
Church life tends to be delineated by “seasons.” The church year begins with the season of Advent and then
moves quickly into the seasons of Epiphany, Lent, and Pentecost. Each of these seasons carries with them certain
traditions and practices that, when incorporated into our daily lives, encourage us to explore our faith, grow in
wisdom, and mature in both spiritual practice and commitment to the Lord.
But there are other seasons in life that foster growth as well. The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us that there is a
season and a time for “every matter under heaven.” With the season of a “new year” upon us, the “matter” of
turning the calendar page on January 1 could awaken within us the desire to reorganize, restore, and reprioritize our
lives. Many of us will begin the new year with “resolutions” of things we intend to do, behaviors we hope to model,
good habits we choose to adopt or bad habits we choose to give up. Much of the time, these resolutions have to do
with some form of self-improvement: losing weight, exercising more, getting out of debt, securing a better job, or
finding ways to manage stress and improve our attitude. Not surprisingly, some of us have more “resolve” than
others, making those “improvements” stick. Some of us, though, will slip back into old patterns in just a few
weeks’ (days’?) time and get angry or frustrated with ourselves for our seeming lack of self-discipline.
Rather than approach this new year as a season of self-improvement, which may leave us feeling less satisfied
than before, I would encourage us to approach this as a season of mindfulness. In his new book, The Path to
Prosperity, economist Jeffrey Sachs suggests that mindfulness can be a solid path to well-being. In taking a broad,
holistic approach to the study of economy, Sachs contends that if our American society is to provide a better path to
prosperity for all citizens and (in my words) “up the happiness quotient” for everyone, we must work at becoming
increasingly mindful of the choices we make—and we must do so starting at home, with ourselves.
For Sachs, working toward social prosperity comes down to regaining the balance in our lives “between work
and leisure, saving and consumption, self-interest and compassion, (and) individualism and citizenship.” He offers
up several dimensions of mindfulness that seem crucial to regaining control, finding satisfaction in a moderate
lifestyle, and discovering happiness in our relationships. Some of these include:
Mindfulness of self: personal moderation—to escape mass consumerism and understand the
sources of our own happiness
Mindfulness of work: the balancing of work and leisure
Mindfulness of others: the exercise of compassion and cooperation
Mindfulness of the world: the acceptance of diversity as a path to peace
As we start this new year, I ask you to consider: What makes you happy? What makes your marriage rich in
love, companionship and commitment? What makes your friendships meaningful? What makes your relationship
with God strong, compelling and intimate? What makes you feel at peace: with yourself, with God, and with the
world around you? And, if you are not feeling happy, rich in love, and generally at peace, why not? And what
might you do about it? Chances are, the thing that most makes you happy and brings you fulfillment is your choice
to be a responsible part of a community working together for the good of all God’s kingdom children.
Continued on page 2

Of course, every life is a journey and few, if any, of us ever has complete happiness, fulfillment and peace at every
single moment of every single day. But each of us has the capacity for a rich and full life. And so, as this new year
begins, may we seek to be more mindful—of ourselves, our God, and the world around us—that we might grow to
discover true physical, spiritual, emotional and financial balance in our lives. As we choose to make this a Season of
Mindfulness, I invite you to join me in seeking joy, peace and fulfillment, taking advantage of the opportunities for
exploring “mindfulness” and “balance” that will be made available to you this month.
Happy New Year, everyone!
Pastor Rhonda

Music News– No new music news, just keep practicing!
Christian Education Happenings
Christmas Pageant Thanks
A special thank you to everyone who helped with the Chapel Lane Christmas Pageant!
Cast Members * Choirs * Teachers * Parents* Sunday School Classes
Thank you for sharing your talents by bringing the message of Christ’s birth to those in attendance!
Youth Group – grades 6-12
January 14
1:00 p.m.
Meet up with the rest of the youth for some bowling fun! Details coming soon!
January 27-28
LOCK-IN!!!
Meet at the church at 7:00 p.m. for pizza, games, and all-night fun! Friends are welcome.
Sunday Christian Education Hour
All classes meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Contact Chrissy Westbury, Director of Christian Education, for
more information on any of the following classes. All are welcome!
Meeting in the Activity Room:
Bible Explorers (Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School Class)
The R.O.C.K. Rotational Sunday School for grades 1-6.
Meeting in the Youth Room:
Confirmation Class for grades 7 and .8
Meeting in the Library:
Youth Forum for grades 9-12. Taught by Harry White, this class encourages teens to look at issues that are
important to them with a faith perspective.
Meeting in the Parlor:
“God in America” taught by Dr. Paul Teed, a history professor at SVSU, is an adult Sunday School class
using the PBS series which studies the tumultuous 400 year history of the intersection of religion and public
life in America.
Help Wanted!
Have you ever considered teaching Sunday School? Now is the time! We are in need of more teachers for our ROCK
Rotational Sunday School. It is only a 2 week commitment, 2-4 times per year. The lessons are planned. The prep
work is done. All we need is you! Contact Chrissy Westbury or any member of the Board of Christian Education for
more information about this fun and fulfilling opportunity!

Thank You
Thank you to my church family for your prayers, cards and good wishes during the time of my hospital stay and outpatient tests and procedures. Your kindness made the long wait easier.
Carolyn Cole
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Expense and Income through November 2011
Our expenses and income were equal for the month, thus our available cash remained approximately the same at
$50,164. We do remain substantially behind in collections against pledge: $20,000 vs. a budgeted difference of
$12,000. It is more important than ever that if possible we catch up against pledge in December. The boards continue
to be below budget for expenses.

Income

Pledge Income
Loose Offering
Other Income

$
$
$

Total Income

$

YTD
YTD
% of
Nov
Actual
Plan
Plan
21,327 $ 219,724 $ 239,282
92%
2,006 $ 12,252 $
14,667
84%
292 $ 10,341 $
7,414
139%
23,625

$ 242,316

$

261,363

93%

$

272,633

98%

Expense
Total Expense

$

23,524

$ 266,855

Summary of December Stated Session Meeting
The Session met on December 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel Lane narthex and the parlor. This meeting served
as the annual consultation between the Session and the Board of Deacons. In addition to receiving the regular monthly reports from the clerk, pastor, finance and other boards, the session highlights are as follows:




Set officers’ training for new elders and deacons for Saturday, January 7.
Called for a Special Session Meeting on January 15, following the 10:45 a.m. worship service. The purpose of
the meeting will be to examine and receive statements of faith from the new elders and deacons.
 Approved Sunday, January 29 as the date for the ordination and/or installation for the newly elected deacons and
elders during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.
 Set Sunday, February 12, 2012 as the date for the Annual Congregational Meeting, immediately following the
10:45 a.m. worship service.
 Authorized the pastor to administer communion during 2012 to the sick and those isolated from public worship,
to be assisted when possible by an elder or deacon.
 Approved the serving of communion each Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. service, once a month at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday
service and the Wednesday 7:00 p.m. service, and at special services throughout 2012.
 Elected the following people for 2012: Carol Jacobs and Bill Coats (Co-Treasurers), Erlene Carmody (Financial
Secretary), Florence Goethe (Youth Financial Secretary) and Suz Miller (Clerk of Session).
 Upon recommendation of the Board of Deacons, approved the receiving and distribution of the following Special
Offerings for 2012: One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peacemaking, Christmas Joy and Christmas Eve.
 Approved, also, that the Deacons receive and forward to Presbytery, the Two-Coins-A-Meal; and receive and distribute Share Fair contributions.
 Approved the request from the First Presbyterian Church of Stuart, Florida that Tony and Beverly Theobald’s
membership be transferred to that church.
 Reported that Chapel Lane member, Nida O’Dell, died on November 13, 2011 in Midland, Michigan; and that
Chapel Lane member Leslie Stuart died on November 18, 2011 in Midland. We are grateful for Nida’s and Leslie’s
active participation in the life of the church, and regretfully have removed them from the active church rolls.
Continued on page 4
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Discussed the preliminary Chapel Lane Budget for 2012, which will be voted upon at the January 10 stated session meeting.
 Received the staff job performance reviews, and the pastor’s six-month performance review.
 Approved that Boards may appoint co-opted members to assist in the work of the Board. The co-opted members
would be granted voice, but not vote.
 Approved that the Gifts and Memorials Committee may announce plans for Finance and Life Planning Seminars,
and distribute a congregational survey to discern interest in the seminars.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 10:10 p.m. The next stated meeting will be at 7:00 p.m., January 10 in the
parlor.
Suz Miller, Clerk of Session

Can You Help?
The season of Lent will approach quickly and we would like to publish a take-home Lenten devotional for all the
members of the congregation to use for daily mindfulness, study and prayer.
The word “lent,” as you may know, is derived from the Middle English “lente” which means both “springtime” and
“lengthen” (as in, “the days lengthen”). The themes of Lent include: repentance, sacrifice, humility, renewal, and
transformation—to name a few!
Lent is a time of remembering that Christ offered his life for the redemption of the world and that, because he lives,
we also shall live. It is a season of thanksgiving for the grace that binds us in love, marks us as “forgiven,” and
makes us new each day. It is also a season of faithful witness to the power of the gospel to change lives.
While we could buy and circulate a Lenten devotional booklet written by one of the big Christian publishing houses,
we would prefer to self-publish a small booklet prepared by Chapel Lane for Chapel Lane. To do that, though, we
need your help.
Please consider offering up a one-page submission for inclusion in a devotional. It might be an essay, a story, a remembrance, a poem, some lyrics to a song you’ve written, or a sketch you’ve drawn. Whatever you choose to offer
shall be fine—remember: it is a thank offering for all that Jesus offers you. Just let it flow from your heart.
You can make the editor’s job easier by including an appropriate sentence or two from scripture and a short prayer to
make a complete devotion. (If not, we will include these for you.)
If you would like to use the daily lectionary to help you in selecting a scripture, you can borrow the 2012 Mission
Yearbook for Prayer and Study from the Church Library. It includes a daily lectionary. Or, you can go to the church
website, www.chapellane.org, link to the P.C.(U.S.A.) through the “About Us” folder, and choose to “follow the lectionary” under the scripture text of the day. If all else fails, call Pastor Rhonda, Chrissy Westbury, or Karen Graef
and we will be happy to help.
You may request a date for your submission and we will do all that we can to honor your request. (Note that the
dates of the devotional will run from February 22 to April 8, Ash Wednesday to Easter.)
The deadline for submissions is Sunday, January 29t.

Barefoot in the Park
Adult Fellowship Activity in May!
The Fun in Faith adult fellowship group invites you to join them when they view Barefoot in the Park, a
romantic comedy by Neil Simon, presented by Center Stage Theater. This Fun in Faith event will be held
on May 11. Why read about it now? Because tickets are on sale – and seats are going fast. Therefore, a
sign-up sheet is available in the church foyer – and you are encouraged to sign up now. On Friday, January 13, we will be buying tickets for those persons who have signed up and also paid for their tickets ($18/
person, payable to Ann Moe). The sign-up sheet will remain in place through January 29, and latecomers
will be accommodated, if tickets are still available.
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Deacons’ Doings
Highlights of the Deacons’ December 13, 2011 Meeting
The Board of Deacons met first with the Session and the adjourned to the Library for the remainder of the evening.
The following are highlights of the meeting:
1. New members were welcomed. They include Karen Adams (Class of 2003), and Freedom Scott, Alice
Wiltse and Beverly Moyer (Class of 2014). Beverly was not able to be present.
2. The 2011 Christmas Eve Offerings designated for the Toni and Trish House by the Board in October was
approved by Session.
3. The Session approved the four Special Offerings for 2012. They include: One Great Hour of Sharing,
Pentecost, Peacemaking and the Christmas Joy Offering. In addition, the Deacons were authorized to designate where the local funds from Pentecost and Peacemaking would be utilized.
4.The Session also approved the 2012 Christmas Eve Offerings and gave authority to the Board of Deacons
to designate the recipient.
5.The first Mobile Food Pantry of 2012 will be on Wednesday, January 18 at the Midland Ice Arena.
6. The following disbursements were made since the October 21, 2011, meeting. (There was no meting in
November.) Peacemaking Offering total was $654.00, with 75% ($490.50) paid to Lake Huron Presbytery
and 25% ($163.50) paid to Shelterhouse of Midland. 4Q Emergency Relief of $500.00 was paid to Midland
Area Homes to support a local family. A refund of $12.58 was paid to Beverly Moyer for prayer shawl
yarn. The balance of $493.87 in the Member-In-Mission budget account was paid to Gail McGee for her
December, Haiti Medical Mission Trip expenses, and $800.00 was paid to Gail for Medical Supplies.
Mailing of cookies to 19 college students was $98.46. Pastor’s Emergency Fund (PEF) expenses from the
budget account totaled $340.68 and $198.00 from the equity account (on-going donations). Congregational
Care assistance totaled $126.99. 4Q payment of $3,250.00 was paid to Lake Huron Presbytery as part of
General Mission. Share Fair donations included $452.00 to the Emergency Food Pantry Network
(EFPN), $501.00 to Habitat for Humanity, $1,348.00 to Heifer International, $298.00 to Pastor Sigita’s
Orphanage, refunds of $49.80, $92.97, $154.10 were paid to Linda Kennedy, Alice Wiltse and Kerry Buell
for Star Gift purchases, 2-Coins-A-Meal payments of $102.28 for October and $152.90 for November were
made to Lake Huron Presbytery and a refund of $26.84 was paid to Nancy Vander Woude for Thanksgiving
and Christmas card mailing.
7. The Visitation budget account balance of $28.44 and the Miscellaneous budget account balance of $201.76
totaled $230.20. The Board designated Open Door of Midland as the recipient of the combined total.
8.The Board designated Open Door and/or The Diaper Bank (both of Midland) as the recipient (s) of any balance remaining in the Congregational Care budget account near the end of December. The amount to be distributed to one or both agencies will be determined by Pastor Myers.
9. The Board designated Elder-Deacon Dan Veresh to contact Chrissy Westbury as to her plans for the youth
to sponsor a “Souper” Bowl Sunday on the Super Bowl Sunday 2012. If the youth do not plan to sponsor
such an event (in which a can/box/bag of soup is brought by those attending worship on that Sunday), then
the Deacons will sponsor the event if authorized by the Session at its January 2012 meeting. The soup will
be given to the HELP food pantry at Memorial Presbyterian Church.
The next regular meeting of the Board of Deacons will be on Tuesday, January 24, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the church
library.
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Share Fair 2011
The Share fair this past November was a huge success because of the generosity and caring of our church family.
These are the results of your sharing for a total of $5,806:












Congregational Care:

$538 (in addition to the giving through 51 stars)

Emergency Food Pantry Network: $452
Quilting Bees:

$572

Habitat for Humanity: $501
Heifer International:

$1,348

Adopt-A-Family:

$305.50

Member-In-Mission:

$676.50

Pastor Sigita’s Orphanage in Lithuania: $298
Haiti Projects (clinic, orphanage, school, medicine, etc.): $920
Prayer Shawl Ministry: $195

The Deacons and the youth are very grateful for your financial support of our ministries. Additionally, the Deacons
appreciate the many handmade items that were donated in support of the Member-In-Mission ministry.

Prayer Concerns for January
Changes are underlined below. No changes in the missionary listing.
For All Our Military and Law Enforcement Personnel, especially:
All Chaplains; Eric Arrants, Fort Leonard Wood, Army basic training, grandsoson of Vander Wouldes; Parker
Buell, Kandahar; Timm Dopp, Afghanistan; Cory King, Fort Knox; Timothy, MaryLouise & Larry Adams’ grandson; Ray Nelson, police officer and Chris Gagne, Secret Service agent, Ida Nelson’s son and grandson; Stephen
Papesh, returned from Afghanistan in November15th to Fort Hood, Texas; Dustin Risk, Fort Campbell, Susan Hillman’s nephew; Chief Martin Thompson, USN, Vickie Irving’s son; Ben Weymouth, Vander Woude’s grandson in
Coast Guard
For All Missionaries, especially:
Martin family in Alaska; Rev. Sigita and family in Lithuania; Stephanie Starch, Peace Corps, the Gambia; Gail
McGee, director of Medical mission in Haiti. Alice Winters, who had been serving many years in Columbia, has
retired and is currently residing in Louisville. She was supported by Chapel Lane during her tenure.

Afternoon Ladies Circle
The afternoon ladies’ circle will have its fifth study of the 2011-2012 season on Tuesday, January 10, in
the church library. We will meet from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. This lesson focuses on the fifth beatitude
in Matthew. (Blessed are the merciful…) Please join us! Questions? Please call Sally Ann Sutton at 835
-2428.
Quotes to Note:
“Music is the shorthand of emotion.” Leo Tolstoy
“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.” Dr. Seuss
“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God..” Matthew
19:24

Please Note
8:30 Service Worship Leaders:

10:45 Service Worship Leaders:

1
8
15
22
29

1
8
15
22
29

No Early Service
Ann Moe
Alice Wiltse
Carol Jacobs
Ron Hynds

Carl Vander Woude
Ron Hynds
Chris Pashby
Clark Pashby
Dave Skiendziel

The chancel committee person
for the month of January will be
Erlene Carmody.

Adult Forum Class
Meets in the Parlor on Sunday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.)
In the New Year, we will finish up the God in America series – a look at the religious history in America. In that
study we have enjoyed the comments of Stephen Prothero who is a professor of Religion at Boston University. In
February we will begin a study of the eight great religions following Professor Prothero’s recent book God Is Not
One. Prothero main thesis is to claim that all religions are the same is to misunderstand that each attempts to solve
a different human problem. Paul Teed will lead us in our study and facilitate discussion. Books will be available.

First Mobile Food Pantry in 2012
The first Mobile Food Pantry (MFP) in this New Year will be on Wednesday, January 18, 2012, at the
Midland Ice Arena on Fast Ice Drive. This free food give-away is to residents of Midland city and county.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and food distribution begins about 11 a.m. The distribution provides
provisions for 300 families. Questions may be directed to Sally Ann Sutton at 835-2428.

Fun In Faith Adult Fellowship
The Fun In Faith adult fellowship group will be attending a program at Delta College Planetarium in Bay City on Saturday evening, January 21. We will meet in the church parking lot at
6:15 p.m. to arrange carpools. The program begins at 7:00 p.m. and runs for 70 minutes.
The program to be shown is entitled, “Extreme Planets” and is described by the planetarium as
follows:
Just over a decade ago, there were no known planets orbiting sunlike stars outside our own solar system. Since
1995, however, fast-paced developments in astronomy have revealed over 400 extrasolar planets – with the pace of
discovery increasing all the time. Though it will be years before we have direct images of the surfaces of these
worlds, this show gives us an idea of what they might look like – up close and personal!
In order to be assured of a seat, tickets need to be paid in advance. Please pay Judy Brauer when you sign up. She
will be at a table between services and after the second service on Sundays, January 8 and 15. Cut off date is January 15, so we can go to Bay City to pick up the tickets. The cost of tickets is $5.00 for those 60 and older, and
$6.00 for adults 19-59 years of age.
After the program, we will stop for dessert at a restaurant still to be determined.
Contact Bev Moyer, 835-2743, or Judy Brauer, 695-5377, if you have any questions.

A Request
Doug Moe requests that if you have reason to move the drums, please contact him in advance so he can assist you in
the process: 687-5118 or 750-5844.
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Check It Out

Birthdays

Near to the Heart of God: Meditations on 366 Best-Loved Hymns by Robert
Morgan
You can read about favorite hymns or less-known classics in this new book by
Pastor Robert Morgan.
“On each page he introduces one hymn (all stanzas included) with author,
date, and a short review of the hymn’s unique history or use. The
“meditation” is the message in the hymn. Although this is a devotional
calendar, designed for making praise and worship part of one’s day, it is
excellent for browsing, locating forgotten lines from a personal favorite,
or special devotions. Near to the Heart of God includes an index of titles
and first lines for easy location of hymns.”
From a review by Lois Ward
For CSLA Newsletter
This book is informative and inspiring. The hymn Near to the Heart of God was
written by a Presbyterian pastor to comfort a family mourning the death of two
young sisters who died from diphtheria in 1901. “There is a place of comfort
sweet, near to the heart of God. A place where we our Savior meet, near to the
heart of God.”
Sue Lane
Librarian

`

1
4
5
15
15
15
18
19
19
22
22
23
25
25
26
27
31
31

Jacob Cobb
Kaitlyn Kristal
Shirley McCutchen
Jeff Ermak
Paul Schmidt
Jenn Tryban
Elsa Kramer Yakel
Graham Michael McGee
Jessica Kristal
Retha Bradley
Vance Sowle
Hayleigh Rouech
Barry Moyer
Renee White
Carol Ostergren
Harper Myers
Ben Franklin
Alice Wiltse

Book Club
Chapel Lane's Book Club will meet on January 23rd, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. at Grand Traverse Pie Company. Come join
us to discuss The God Cookie by Geoffrey Wood.
Meet Parrish. He’s a regular guy, owns a coffee shop. He happens to be shooting the breeze with his buddies
at the neighborhood Chinese buffet, talking about the dents in golf balls and such, when the discussion
develops into a debate on whether or not God still speaks to people.
When his friends skip out and he is left alone, Parrish tells God he's “all in.” Ready to listen, do what he’s
told, and see what happens. Only moments later, back at his table, he opens his fortune cookie to find a
surprise -- instead of a proverbial statement, he reads a directive from God.
“Take the corner.”
God, via cookie, sends him on this first step of a seemingly absurd adventure.
Contact Chrissy Westbury for more information or to borrow the book.

Are you looking for a new bff*?
Even if you are not, Miss Julia will quickly become one. Welcome to the wild, wonderfully wacky world of Miss
Julia, a Presbyterian woman of a certain age who had no children, until her husband of 44 years died suddenly,
leaving her with a child from a long-running affair and an unexpected fortune.
Oh, the adventures you will share with Miss Julia who does her best to maintain her life with dignity,
propriety, and of course, in good order as a Presbyterian should. The series by Ann B. Ross begins
with Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind. Enjoy this spunky lady as she journeys through rather unconventional situations in each of her books. Be prepared to fall off your chair laughing as you experience
‘fast paced, funny, and colorful characters you'll want to meet again and again.’
Watch for a selection of her adventures soon to be on the shelves of our library. This also is a great selection for
anyone who is convalescing .

*bff = best friend forever
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Afternoon Ladies’ Circle

For All Women of Chapel Lane

Finding Balance
Saturday, January, 14, 2012, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Grand Traverse Pie Company, Midland Room
Cost $10
(Lunch and refreshments included)

Join Pastor Rhonda as we learn, discuss, and plan how our lives can be more in balance. Take some
time for yourself as we begin a new year. We’ll look at several different aspects of balance and learn
how relying on God can help you find more balance in your life. You’ll explore the truth about personal life
balance, recognize when you are juggling too many balls in the air, learn how to adapt to change, and discover that living a balanced life with God is about living beyond your limits...and soaring like eagles! This
day is just the start of a new beginning for a new year. Wear comfortable clothing.

Decide now to make the time so you can take time.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Return this registration form to the church office by Thursday, January 12, 2012 with your payment.
Name: ____________________________________
Email: ____________________________________

Phone: __________________________

o Check enclosed: $10 payable to Chapel Lane Presbyterian Church
o Cash enclosed
o Scholarship needed

Chapel Lane Presbyterian Church
5501 Jefferson Avenue at Chapel Lane
Midland, Michigan 48640

Newsletter deadline — Third Wednesday of every month
2012

Newsletter e-mail address — newsletter@chapellane.org

