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Worship In February 
Sunday, February 4thñWorship with Communion, the Rev. Dr. 
Daniel Saperstein Preaching (See page 7) 
 
Wednesday, February 7thñTaize service at 7:00 p.m. in the Activity 
Room, led by Elder Paul Teed and Pastor Dave Myers  
(See page 7) 
 
Sunday, February 11thñTransfiguration of the Lord Sunday 

 
Wednesday, February 14thñAsh Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m. 
with the Imposition of Ashes (See page 7) 
 
 
 
Sunday, February 18thñFirst 

Sunday in Lent/Blue PDA T-Shirt! (See page 
8)/ Bucket Brigade 
 
Sunday, February 25thñSecond Sunday in Lent 
 

 

WANTED!   
 
Have you been thinking about joining a choir 

and just not sure about the timing?  Well 

NOWõs the right time!  Every choir is open 

to new musicians, especially the CHANCEL 

ADULT CHOIR and the ADULT BELL CHOIR!  If you can sing on pitch and 

can somewhat read music ð weõd LOVE to have you sing and if you can keep a 

steady beat, weõd love to have you ring!  Please consider this opportunity! 
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Faith Matters   

Dear Friends in Christ, 

      What do people look for when they first come 

through the door of a church? Most look for 

meaningful worship and a òsafe spaceó for growing 

their faith. This is as true for a 25-year-old as it is for 

an 85-year-old. What makes a church feel òsafeó and 

òwarmó is a welcoming attitude, intentional 

hospitality, and a sense of community that is as caring 

as it is generous, and as open-minded as it is genuine. 

For many young adults, especially those who were 

raised in homes where religion wasnõt practiced, 

coming through that door the first time can be a scary 

thing as they have no idea what to expectñwhich is 

why they often only come on the arm of a friend, 

neighbor or mentor.  

       

 

 

 

 

 

Contrary to popular opinion, most young adults are 

not hostile to organized religion; many just see the 

church as irrelevant to their lives. Young adults, in 

general, are experiencing an unstable time in the 

human lifecycle. Theyõre starting careers later, getting 

married later, starting families later, buying homes 

later, and setting lifetime goals later than previous 

generations did  This is a challenging time for them 

and churches can be of great value by assisting our 

young adults in areas of personal identity and faith 

formation. Itõs more likely that a young adult will find 

spiritual traction in a community of faith that knows 

its own core identity well and can articulate its central 

mission. And this òtractionó or òadhesionó is likely to 

grow stronger if the church is inclusive, innovative 

and missional. 

      Congregations feel òsafeó to newcomers if they 

accept diverse religious experiences and backgrounds, 

offer multiple points of entry into church life and 

welcome people where they are in life. Like Planet 

Fitness, churches that are òjudgment-free zonesó and 

accept that people come to faith in different ways and 

at different times, trusting them to live out their faith 

in ways that feel right to them, are communities that 

lend themselves to a sense of security and stability in 

an unstable time. Practically speaking, churches that 

offer varied worship times and formats, study groups, 

social gatherings, and volunteer opportunities tend to 

be attractive to young adults, as are churches that 

include people with diverse religious and social 

backgrounds. Such diversity sends a message of 

welcome that is warmly received and valued. This 

feeling of welcome is intensified when young adults 

are invited in to be a part of the community at work, 

especially in leadership positions. There is security in 

feeling that your opinions matter and that your service 

is appreciated. 

     Young adults today value high quality worship 

experiences, and will seek out liturgy and sermons that 

inspire and offer hope and insights about coping with 

the challenges of everyday life. They look for 

churches that motivate them to grow in faith. And 

they connect with congregations that offer support 

and concern for those trying to grasp who they are 

and what kind of adults they hope to be. 

Communities that offer worship which engages both 

the òbrain and the bodyó through scripture and the 

arts are ones that often connect with young adults, 

especially when those congregations blend well the 

historical practices of faith with new expressions of 

faith like coffeehouse ministries, ale-house small 

groups, campus ministries, volunteer mission service, 

yoga-inspired prayer groups, innovative worship and 

more.   

      More than one member of Chapel Lane has said 

to me of late, òWe donõt have as many young adults at 

church as we should.ó Perhaps, then, we need to be 

asking some big questions about whether weõre 

“Welcoming Young 

Adults Through        

Caring Relationships” 
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Session Notes 2017 

The Elders did not meet in December due to the Christmas holiday.  Notes will be available in March. 

Annual Congregational Lunch 
The annual congregational lunch will follow the 10:00 

a.m. worship service and the annual meeting on 

Sunday, February 11, 2018.  There are two sign-up  

 

 

boards in the foyer for you to use.  One board 

contains the sign-up sheet for those of you and the 

number in your family who will be attending the 

lunch.  The other board contains the sign up sheet for 

those of you who are able to provide breads, salads, 

and desserts to accompany the soups and the 

beverages provided by the Board of Deacons.  We 

hope everyone will be able to come and enjoy this 

annual fellowship tradition.   

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Chapel Lane Presbyterian Churchõs Annual 

Congregational Meeting & Lunch will be held on 

Sunday, February 11th, following the 10:00 service of 

worship. The meeting is called for the purpose of 

receiving annual reports of the boards and committees 

and groups related to the congregation, to view the  

budget for 2018 and to vote on the Pastorõs Terms of 

Call.  Note: The 2017 Annual Report of the Chapel 

Laneõs various ministries will be available for review by 

Sunday, February 4th. Please read the Annual Report in 

advance of the Congregational Meeting, if at all possible. 

welcoming the younger generation on their terms 

rather than on our own terms. Are we meeting the 

needs of our local college students and young 

adultsñregardless of their marital status? Do young 

adults perceive our church as òsafeó? Do we 

welcome the role of mentor for young adults who 

may feel marginalized in our community? Do we use 

social media in a manner that can help us build 

relationships with our younger generations? Do we 

trust the leadership of those younger than us?  Are 

we doing all we can to open our doors wide and 

invite in those who may lack knowledge of our 

history and tradition without insisting they become 

more like us? How will we help young adults hear 

about our wonderful congregation and all it has to 

offer? Let us welcome a conversation over these topics. 

And join me in choosing to welcome Midlandõs young 

adults to our church through intentional hospitality and 

the kind of genuine community that leads to caring, 

transforming relationships. Faithfully, 

      

   Pastor Rhonda  
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Presbyterian Women 

CLOUD OF WITNESSES  The 
Community of Christ in Hebrews 

 AFTERNOON CIRCLE ð meets on 

the third Monday of each month. The 

afternoon ladiesõ circle will meet on 

Monday, February 19, 2018 at 

Independence Village located on 

Rockwell Drive from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 

p.m.  In lessons Five and Six  

òHebrewsó considers how knowing the 

faithfulness of our biblical figures guides 

us and how communities of faith 

support each other during troubled 

times.  Suffering and joy are constants 

é in all times.  Everyone is welcome!  

Questions?  Please call Sally Ann Sutton 

at 835-2428 

EVENING CIRCLE - meets on the 

first Monday of most months.  Circle 

will meet Monday, February 5th, at 

7:00 p.m. at the home of Nancy 

Vander Woude, 5800 Lamplighter 

Lane. We will be studying lesson 5 of 

our study guide. Please call Nancy at  

631-0785 if you have questions. 

Everyone is 

welcome.  

Information ðcall 
Winona Willing,        
989-513-5960 

 PW Lunch 

 
We will meet  
Tuesday,  
February 27th  
at Shirleneõs at 
 11:30 a.m. Sign-up by Sunday 
February 25th.   There is a sign-
up sheet on the PW bulletin 
board in the foyer. Hope to see 
you all there. Call Alice Wiltse,  

631-7271, if you have any 
questions. 

 

Fun in Faith Plus Family 

Everyone is invited to join the Fun 
in Faith Fellowship to attend the 
Midland Concert Band performance 
held at the Midland Center for the 
Arts on Sunday, February 18th, at 
3:00 p.m. Dinner will follow at 
Luckyõs Steakhouse on Joe Mann 

Boulevard.  Tickets for the concert cost $5.00 for adults 
and children over 12 payable in advance to Bev or Barry 
Moyer.  Children under 12 are free.  They will purchase the 
tickets and hand them out at the Center prior to the 
performance.  It is open seating so please arrive by        
2:30 p.m. . 

Sign up on the poster in the foyer to let us know if you 
plan to attend the concert and also join the group for 
dinner at Luckyõs.   

Tackling the Big Questions 

òDaddy, what will happen when ôSpotõ (or 

ôFluffyõ) gets really old?ó òDaddy, where is 

Grandpa?ó òMommy, what is Heaven like?ó 

Two sensitive childrenõs books you may wish to 

explore with your child, available in the Chapel 

Lane Library, are Jasperõs Day and Saying Goodbye to 

Lulu (currently on display in the library.)  

Another two are What Is Heaven Like? and 

Glimpses of Heaven , the latter a collection of 

poems and prayers of mystery and wonder. 

(These books are also on display in the library.) 

If you have heard, or anticipate hearing, such 

concerns voiced by your child, consider using 

these four resources as part of your conversation.  

Lenten Devotionals 
Presbyterians Today has published a 2018 Lenten 
Devotional called Jesus and the Prophets. There is a 
potent connection between the two. The prophets 
communicated the word of God; Jesus is the Word of 
God. The prophets predicted the coming of the prince 
of peace; Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Not only did 
Jesus continue the prophetic ministry, he is the 
fulfillment of the prophetic mission. Pick up a copy of 

the Lenten Devotional from the church foyer and 
experience the gift of scripture, a meditation, prayer 
and beautiful art each day during Lent. This devotional 
is perfect for families and individuals alike. 
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Financial Report 

Figures below reflect the amount spent and amounts given during the six month period. As 
you can see, the spending outpaced Giving.  Perhaps January giving will erase the short fall.   

Attendance 

Sunday 
Worship 
Services  

2016 
December 
Total/Avg.  

2017 
December 
Total/Avg.  

8:15 a.m. No services No services 

10:00 a.m. 313/78 457/91 

FISH service NA No service 

Taize Service  32/16 (2) No service 

Christmas 

Eve 5:00 

62 No service  

Christmas 

Eve 7:00  

220 174 

Sunday  
Total 

313 457 

Join us for 

worship in 2018! 

 Jul-17 Aug-17 Sep-17 Oct-17 Nov-17 Dec-17 6M Total 

Spent 22,564  15,164  20,665  22,185  20,723  31,342  132,642 

Given 19,672  20,590  18,519  21,035  19,922  24,705  124,443 

Talent Show 2018  
It is never too soon to start practicing your talent!  Please 
circle Sunday, February 25th on your calendar as you wonõt 
want to miss this afternoon (4:00 p.m. ) of great entertainment 
for the whole family.  If you would like to share a talent, 
please talk to Barb Boyer (non-musical) or Karen Graef 
(musical).  See you there!   
 

Oh gee, but watching all those talented people perform might really build 
up my appetite... 

 

NO WORRIES! Our youth will be hosting a potato bar after the show, complete with many delicious 
toppings. Any money collected for the potato bar will go to our general fund for youth programs and 
activities. So come on out and join us for some fun! 
 

*Parents: PLEASE make sure this event is on your kids calendars as the children & youth are preparing acts to 
perform!  Times to follow. 
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Christian Education 

 
Even if youõve never 
participated in our Bible 
Study before, donõt be shy. 
Join us. Youõll be glad you 

did. During February, we will be looking the Minor 
Prophets of the Old Testament, including such 
prophets as Micah, Zechariah, Haggai and Malachi, 
and will be using an 8-week Immersion Bible Study 
Guide. See Pastor Rhonda for a copy of the study 
guide. We meet in the church Parlor on Thursdays 
at 1:00 p.m. and anyone interested is invited to join us. 
Please Note: No Bible Study February 1st as 
Pastor Rhonda is at APCE with Miss Erica.  
No Bible study on February 8th as Rhonda is 
reading Ordination exams. 

Followers in the Spirit Here—FISHing this Lent—
February 21st and 28th, March 7th, 14th and 21st  
This year, we are joining our Wednesday F.I.S.H. program with our usual Mid-

Week Program for Lent so that we can offer the best of both programs. Following 

our usual FISH events of Christian Education, Music, Fellowship and Study time, 

we will share in dinner together at 6:00 p.m. and then join together in a shared 

activity.  

APCE January 31st to February 4th  
Pastor Rhonda is joining our Director of Christian 
Education, Erica Clark, for the annual training sponsored 
by the Association of Presbyterian Christian Educators, 
this year being held in Louisville, KY. This is wonderful 
opportunity for both study and networking with our 
Christian Educators and church leaders. Please keep 
Rhonda and Erica in your prayers. 

Youth Lock-In 
 

After our big youth and 
kids talent 
show rehearsal on Sunday, 
February 18th -- our 
youth will be having a lock
-in at our very own Chapel 
Lane. Starting at 1:00 
p.m. for the talent show 
rehearsal and continuing 
until Monday morning 
(MPS has no school in 
observance of President's 
Day), our lock-in will 
include fun games, 
activities, and of course 
some bible study! Friends 
are welcome and 

permission slips for staying overnight are required, so 
please make sure youth have a permission slip filled out 
and turned into Erica before the 18th! 
 
For questions or more information about our children 
or youth activities, please contact Erica Clark 

at education@chapellane.org 

Summer Camp 

2018!   

(Grades 2nd through 

12th)  
 

Please reserve the week of 

June 17 - 22, 2018. This will 

be our 18th year of camp ð 

wow!!  We hope all of your campers will return 

again this year!  

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE / CAMP 

PAGE as you now register on-line!!  Questions?   

Please ask Kamp Karen. 

 

mailto:education@chapellane.org
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Generosity Ministry 

I recently viewed a talk on stewardship given by Chick 
Lane and Grace Duddy (https://
vimeo.com/75135705). I share some of their thoughts 
on stewardship with you. 

Everything in heaven and earth is from God and 
belongs to God.  We are the stewards.  On a personal 
level then, everything I have belongs to God.  It is not 
mine to use.  I must instead  use everything in a way 
that is pleasing to God. 

It is a most simple way of looking at stewardship and a 
view to prayerfully consider. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Gaul,  Generosity Ministry 

“The heavens are yours, the 
earth also is yours”; the 
world and all that is in it – 
you have founded them”  

Psalm 18:11 

Gratitude Expressed  

MS Bike and Walk Event Success  

Thanks for Your Support 
Many Thanks to all our friends at Chapel Lane for your 

support of our campaigns for multiple sclerosis this year.  

Together the Dow/TCC Bike and Dow Walk teams 

raised $103,449.  This included a $15,000 grant from the 

R.M. Gerstacker Foundation which helps fund the MS 

Societyõs Direct Assistance program.  This program 

provides financial assistance for utilities, transportation                    

to Doctor visits, etc. The Walk had over 95 walkers and 

volunteers (kudos to those that helped) and the Bike 

team had 35 riders.  Our heartfelt gratitude for helping 

us provide support for those with MS.                   

   Helen Myers and Ed Rightor 

Opportunities for Worship  

Guest Preacher 
February 4th  
As Pastor Rhonda will be away, we will 
have a guest preacher that morning. The 
Rev. Dr. Daniel (Dan) Saperstein, 
Executive Presbyter of Lake Huron 
Presbytery, will be preaching and 
officiating at the communion table. 

Please welcome Dan with joy-filled arms spread wide in 
welcome. 

Taize Service February 7 at 7:00 p.m. 
This monthõs  service will  be led by Elder Paul Teed and 
Pastor Dave Myers. This year, our centering Word is Psalm 
25:4, òMake me to know Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your 
Paths.ó And this month, the path we will consider is this: 
Lord, Lead Me in the Ways of Your Love. Just in time for 
Valentineõs Day! If you enjoy inspirational worship that is 
steeped in prayer, meditation on the Word, and gentle 
musical refrains, youõll want to join us at least once. Itõs a 
beautiful service for beautiful believers. 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
The Lenten journey from the ashes of 
death to resurrected life begins on the 
first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, 
which signifies a time to turn around, 
change directions, repent. This first day 
of Lent reminds us that unless we are 
willing to die to our old selves, we 
cannot be raised to new life with Christ. The first step of 
this journey calls us to acknowledge and confront our 
mortality, individually and corporately. In many traditions, 
this is symbolized through the imposition of ashes and the 
hearing of the words: òYou are dust, and to dust you shall 
returnó (Genesis 3:19). Ashes on the forehead is a sign of 
our humanity and a reminder of our mortality. Lent is not 
a matter of being good, and wearing ashes is not to show 
off oneõs faith. The ashes are a reminder to us and our 
communities of our finite nature; they symbolize the dust 
and broken debris of our lives as well as the reality that 
eventually each of us will die. Trusting in Christõs 

https://vimeo.com/75135705
https://vimeo.com/75135705


Reading Group  
 

On Monday, February 26, 2018 Hillbilly Elegy: A 
Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J. D. 
Vance will be discussed.  This memoir is a passionate 
and personal analysis of a culture in crisisñthat of 
white working-class Americans. To be made into a 
movie with Ron Howard directing.  Copies available  

 
through the library but not a book bag.  Please join us 
at 7:00 p.m. at Chapel Laneõs library for a time of 
sharing.   
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PDA Blue T-Shirt Sunday 
Join the Blue Out! February 18th is designated òWear your 
blue t-shirt to church Sundayó as a testament toone of the 
ways that One Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference. Just 
as King David once sang, òYou have turned my mourning 
into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed 
me with joyéó (Psalm 30:11), we continue to sing our 
praises for the way in which Godõs love brings peace and 
the hope of new life to the world. Thousands of volunteers 
each year put on a blue t-shirt that says òOut of chaos, 
Hope.ó  They bear evidence not only of ladders and drywall 
for rebuilding, but also of the love of God.  Many disaster 
survivors who see the love of God evident in the lives of 
these servants are able to take off their cloak of mourning 
and begin to find joy.  As a congregation who has 
supported PDA programs through our financial gifts, 
prayers and actions on behalf of disaster survivors, you are 
asked to wear blue.  If you donõt have a blue PDA shirt, 
wear another piece of blue clothing and come ready to 
celebrate Godõs love! 

resurrection, however, we listen for the Word of God in 
the time-honored stories of the churchõs Lenten journey. 
We follow Jesus into the wilderness, resist temptation, 
fast, and proceed òon the wayó to Jerusalem and the cross. 

Our Lenten journey is one of metanoia (òturning aroundó), 
of changing directions from self-serving toward the self-
giving way of the cross. The journey begins on Ash 
Wednesday, February 14th at  7:00 p.m. 

Deacons Doings 
 
The Board of Deacons want to thank you for your 

generous contributions to the 
Christmas Joy Offering. A total of 
$2,515.00 was donated. These gifts will 
be divided 50/50 to the Assistance 
Program of the Board of pensions and 
to Presbyterian related racial ethnic 
schools and colleges. The Christmas Joy 
Offering is the fourth of four special 
offerings that Chapel Lane supported in 

2017. Your gifts mean so much to others.  

Mobile Food Pantry  

Saturday, February 24, Church of Jesus 
Christ Latter-day Saints, 1700 W. Sugnet, 

Registration 9:00 a.m., 
Distribution 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 21, 
Faith United Methodist 
Church, 203 E. Jefferson 
St., Coleman, Registration 
9:00 a. m.,  

Distribution 11:30 a.m.   

Cookie Ministry  

The Board of Deacons are planning to send out 

cookies again in February. Please let us know if 

there are any changes in the information we used in 

October. Some students may have graduated, 

moved or no longer want cookies. Any info would 

be appreciated. Please contact Alice Wiltse by Feb. 

19th, 631-7271 or wiltsealice1943@charter.net 

Thank you. 
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1 Brett Wildfong 

3  Mary Louise Adams 

3 Jennifer Winkler 

7 Nancy McGilliard 

11  Madison Sowle 

12  Cathy Starch 

13 Doug Moe 

15 Eric Rightor 

 

 

20 Jennifer Stamper 

20 Joyce Glover 

21 Madalyn Cook 

22 Olivia Mayer 

26 Elizabeth Wildfong 

27 Lucy Teed 

28 Barb Rouech 

February Birthdays 

Wednesdays, February 7, 14, 21 and 28, FISHing  

          3:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 Wednesday, February 7,  Taize Service 7:00 p.m.  

  

 

Sunday, February 11, Congregational meeting and luncheon 11:00 a.m.  

  

Sunday, February 18, Talent Show Practice and Lock In, 1:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, February 18, Fun In Faith Concert, 2:30 p.m. 

 

 

Monday, February 19 Church Office Closed 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 25, Talent Show and Baked Potato Bar, 4:00 p.m.   

 

For up to date information on events please check the web @www.chapellane.org 

Upcoming Events  



 

 

  

 

 

 

Chapel Lane Presbyterian Church 

5501 Jefferson Avenue at Chapel Lane 

Midland, MI  48640-2995 

 

 

 

         

Sunday mornings  

8:15 a.m. and 

10:00 a.m.  

Upcoming Events  

       

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Baked Potato Bar 

Presented by the  

Youth of  Chapel Lane  

Sunday, February 25 at 4:00 p.m.   
 

 

 


